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«∫˘Ú-ÏÔ¯›· ¿Û¯ˆ ·fi ‰·ÏÙˆÓÈÛÌfi: µÏ¤ˆ ÙÔÓ Î¿ıÂ ÛÙfi¯Ô ›‰ÈÔÓ ÌÂ ÙËÓ Î·Ú‰È¿ ÌÔ˘».
ÕÚË ∞ÏÂÍ¿Ó‰ÚÔ˘, ™˘Ì‚Ô˘Ï¤˜ ÛÂ ·Ó˘fiÙ·ÎÙÔ (¶ÔÈ‹Ì·Ù· 1941-1974)

•
ÂÎÈÓ‹Û·ÌÂ ¤Ó·Ó ·ÁÒÓ·, ÛÙ· Ì¤Û· ÙË˜ ‰ÂÎ·ÂÙ›·˜ ÙÔ˘ '80, ÁÈ· Ó· ·Ó·ÁÓˆÚÈÛÙÂ› Î·È ÛÙËÓ ∂ÏÏ¿‰· Ë
‰˘Ó·ÙfiÙËÙ· ÛÙËÓ ¿ÚÓËÛË ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË˜ ÁÈ· ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜. ∞˘Ùfi Ô˘ ÛÙÔÓ ÙfiÔ Ì·˜ ‹¯ËÛÂ ˆ˜
˘ÂÚ‚ÔÏÈÎ‹ ··›ÙËÛË ÌÈ·˜ ÈÛ¯Ó‹˜ ÌÂÈÔ„ËÊ›·˜, ÛÙÔÓ ‰˘ÙÈÎfi ÎfiÛÌÔ ‹Ù·Ó ‰ÈÎ·›ˆÌ· ·˘ÙÔÓfiËÙÔ Î·È

Î·ÙÔ¯˘ÚˆÌ¤ÓÔ Û˘ÓÙ·ÁÌ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÁÈ· Î¿ıÂ ÔÏ›ÙË, ÛÂ ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ Ì¿ÏÈÛÙ· ÂÚÈÙÒÛÂÈ˜ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ·Ú¯¤˜ ÙÔ˘ 20Ô˘
·ÈÒÓ·. ∆Ô ·›ÙËÌ· ÂÍ ·Ú¯‹˜ ˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍÂ ÈÎ·Ófi˜ ·ÚÈıÌfi˜ ÔÏÈÙÒÓ, ÚÔÂÚ¯fiÌÂÓˆÓ Î˘Ú›ˆ˜ ·fi ÙÔÓ ¯ÒÚÔ ÙË˜
ÔÈÎÔÏÔÁ›·˜ Î·È ÙË˜ ·Ó·ÓÂˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ·ÚÈÛÙÂÚ¿˜. ∞fi ÂÎÂ› Î˘Ú›ˆ˜ ÚÔ‹Ïı·Ó ÔÈ ÚÒÙÔÈ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛ›Â˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰Ë-
ÛË˜ ÁÈ· ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ ÌË ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎÔ‡˜.

¶·Ú¿ ÙÔÓ ÂÓıÔ˘ÛÈ·ÛÌfi ÙˆÓ ÚÒÙˆÓ ¯ÚfiÓˆÓ Ë ·Ó·ÁÓÒÚÈÛË ÙË˜ ·ÓÙ›ÚÚËÛË˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ·Ú¤ÌÂÈÓÂ
˙ËÙÔ‡ÌÂÓÔ ÙÔ˘ ÎÈÓ‹Ì·ÙÔ˜. √È ·ÚÓËÙ¤˜ Ù·Ï·ÈˆÚ‹ıËÎ·Ó Î·È ÂÍ·ÎÔÏÔ˘ıÔ‡Ó Ó· Ù·Ï·ÈˆÚÔ‡ÓÙ·È ÌÂ ·ÏÏÂ-
¿ÏÏËÏÂ˜ Î·Ù·‰›ÎÂ˜ ·fi Ù· ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‰ÈÎÂ›· Î·È ÔÏ‡ÌËÓÂ˜ Ê˘Ï·Î›ÛÂÈ˜, Û˘ÛÙËÌ·ÙÈÎ¤˜ ÂÓÔ¯Ï‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È
ÂÎÊÔ‚ÈÛÌfi ÙˆÓ ÔÈÎÔÁÂÓÂÈÒÓ ÙÔ˘˜ ·fi ÙËÓ ·ÛÙ˘ÓÔÌ›·, ··ÁÔÚÂ‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÂÍfi‰Ô˘ ·fi ÙË ¯ÒÚ· ·ÏÏ¿ Î·È ÂÚÈÔ-
ÚÈÛÌÔ‡˜: ÛÙËÓ ¿ÛÎËÛË Â·ÁÁ¤ÏÌ·ÙÔ˜, ÙËÓ ·fiÎÙËÛË ·ÙÔÌÈÎ‹˜ È‰ÈÔÎÙËÛ›·˜, ÙËÓ ¿ÛÎËÛË ÙˆÓ ÂÎÏÔÁÈÎÒÓ
‰ÈÎ·ÈˆÌ¿ÙˆÓ Î.Ï.

¶·Ú’ fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿, Ô ·ÚÈıÌfi˜ ÙˆÓ ‰ËÏˆÌ¤ÓˆÓ ·ÚÓËÙÒÓ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË˜ ÁÈ· ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ‰ÈÂ˘Ú‡ÓıËÎÂ,
·ÚÁ¿ ÌÂÓ ·ÏÏ¿ ÌÂ ÛÙ·ıÂÚ‹ ÚfiÔ‰Ô, Û˘ÓÂÁÂ›ÚÔÓÙ·˜ Ì¤¯ÚÈ Û‹ÌÂÚ· ·ÚÎÂÙ¤˜ ‰ÂÎ¿‰Â˜ ÔÏ¤ÌÈÔ˘˜ ÙË˜ ‚›·˜ Î·È
ÙÔ˘ ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌÔ‡ (Â¿Ó Ì¿ÏÈÛÙ· Û˘Ó˘ÔÏÔÁ›ÛÔ˘ÌÂ fiÛÔ˘˜ ÂÈÎ·ÏÔ‡ÓÙ·È ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ‹˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜
Ô ·ÚÈıÌfi˜ ·Ó¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ÛÂ ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ¯ÈÏÈ¿‰Â˜).

¢ÂÓ ÂÈ¯ÂÈÚÔ‡ÌÂ Â‰Ò Ó· ÂÚÌËÓÂ‡ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÔ›Ô˘˜ ¤Ó· ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎfi ÔÛÔÛÙfi Ó¤ˆÓ ·ÓıÚÒ-
ˆÓ ·ÔÛÙÚ¤ÊÔÓÙ·È ÙË ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ıËÙÂ›·. ∆ËÓ ·¿ÓÙËÛË ÛÙÔ ÂÚÒÙËÌ· ·˘Ùfi ÙË ‰›ÓÂÈ ·fi Ì¤Û· ÙÔ˘ Ô Î¿ıÂ
˘fi¯ÚÂÔ˜ ÚÈÓ ÙËÓ ÎÚ›ÛÈÌË ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘Û‹˜ ÙÔ˘, ÌÂ ·ÔÙ¤ÏÂÛÌ· Ô 1 ÛÙÔ˘˜ 4 ÔÙ¤ Ó· ÌËÓ ÂÓ‰‡ÂÙ·È ÙÔ
¯·Î›.

ª·˜ ÂÓ‰È·Ê¤ÚÂÈ Ó· ÌÈÏ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÁÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÈÎÔ‡˜ Ì·˜ ÏfiÁÔ˘˜ Î·È ÁÈ· Ù· ÚÔÛˆÈÎ¿ Ì·˜ Î›ÓËÙÚ·.
∞ÔÙÔÏÌ‹Û·ÌÂ ÙÔ ·ÔÊ·ÛÈÛÙÈÎfi ‚‹Ì· Î·È ·ÚÓËı‹Î·ÌÂ Ó· ÛÙÚ·ÙÂ˘ÙÔ‡ÌÂ ÌÂ ‰ËÌfiÛÈ· ‰‹ÏˆÛ‹ Ì·˜, ÙËÓ ÔÔ›·
·Â˘ı‡Ó·ÌÂ ÛÙ· Ì¤Û· ÂÓËÌ¤ÚˆÛË˜ Î·È Ù· ·ÚÌfi‰È· ÛÙÚ·ÙÔÏÔÁÈÎ¿ ÁÚ·ÊÂ›·. √ÚÌÒÌÂÓÔÈ ·fi ÙÈ˜ ËıÈÎ¤˜ Ì·˜
·Ú¯¤˜ ‰È·ÎËÚ‡Í·ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÂÓ·ÓÙ›ˆÛ‹ Ì·˜ ÛÂ Î¿ıÂ ÌÔÚÊ‹ ‚›·˜ —ÔÏÂÌÈÎ‹ ‹ Â·Ó·ÛÙ·-
ÙÈÎ‹, ÓfiÌÈÌË ‹ ·Ú¿ÓÔÌË— Î·È ·ÚÓËı‹Î·ÌÂ ÙË Û˘ÌÌÂÙÔ¯‹ Ì·˜ ÛÙÔÓ ÛÙÚ·Ùfi, ÙÔÓ
Î·ÙÂÍÔ¯‹Ó ÌË¯·ÓÈÛÌfi ÚÔ·ÁˆÁ‹˜ ÙË˜ ‚›·˜. 

∫›ÓËÙÚfi Ì·˜ ‰ÂÓ ˘‹ÚÍÂ Ë ·ÔÊ˘Á‹ ÙË˜ ‚·Û¿ÓÔ˘ ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜
ıËÙÂ›·˜ ‹ ÔÔÈ·‰‹ÔÙÂ ¿ÏÏË Ù·ÂÈÓ‹ È‰ÈÔÙ¤ÏÂÈ·. ∫›ÓËÙÚÔ Â›Ó·È Ë È‰Â-
ÔÏÔÁÈÎ‹ Ì·˜ ·ÓÙÈ·ÏfiÙËÙ· ÌÂ ÙË ‚›· ÛÂ Î¿ıÂ ÙË˜ ¤ÎÊ·ÓÛË,
·ÎfiÌË ÎÈ fiÙ·Ó ·˘Ù‹ ¯ÚËÛÈÌÔÔÈÂ›Ù·È ÁÈ· «ÂÈÚËÓÈÛÙÈÎÔ‡˜»,
˘ÔÙ›ıÂÙ·È, ÛÎÔÔ‡˜. ∫›ÓËÙÚfi Ì·˜ Â›Ó·È Ë ‰ÈÂıÓ‹˜ ·Áˆ-
Ó›· Ô˘ ÚÔÎ·ÏÂ› Ô ÂÂÎÙ·ÙÈÛÌfi˜ ÙˆÓ ˘ÂÚ‰˘Ó¿ÌÂ-
ˆÓ, Ë ·ÓÙ›ıÂÛ‹ Ì·˜ ÛÙËÓ ÎÏÈÌ¿ÎˆÛË ÙˆÓ ÔÏÂÌÈ-
ÎÒÓ ÂÍÔÏÈÛÌÒÓ, Ë ‰È·ÊˆÓ›· Ì·˜ ÌÂ ÙËÓ
Î·ÙÂÛÙËÌ¤ÓË È‰ÂÔÏÔÁ›· Ô˘ ·Ó·ÁÔÚÂ‡ÂÈ
ÙÔÓ ÛÙÚ·Ùfi ÛÂ ·Ó·ÁÎ·›· Û˘Óı‹ÎË
ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ‰È·ÛÊ¿ÏÈÛË ÙË˜ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜. 

∫›ÓËÙÚÔ Â›Ó·È Ë Û˘Ì·Ú¿-
ÛÙ·Û‹ Ì·˜ ÛÙÔÓ Î·Ù·ÊÚÔÓË-
Ì¤ÓÔ ŒÏÏËÓ· Î·È ∆Ô‡ÚÎÔ ‚ÈÔ·Ï·ÈÛÙ‹
Ô˘ ‚Ï¤ÂÈ ÙÔ ÚÔ˚fiÓ ÙÔ˘ Î·ıËÌÂÚÈÓÔ‡
ÙÔ˘ Ìfi¯ıÔ˘ Ó· ÌÂÙ·ÙÚ¤ÂÙ·È ÛÂ fiÏ· Ì·˙ÈÎ‹˜
·ÏÏËÏÔÂÍfiÓÙˆÛË˜. ∫›ÓËÙÚÔ Â›Ó·È Ë ·ÓÙ›ıÂÛ‹ Ì·˜
ÛÙÈ˜ Ú·‰ÈÔ˘ÚÁ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ ‰˘ÙÈÎÔ‡ ÈÌÂÚÈ·ÏÈÛÌÔ‡ Ô˘
ÂÈ‰ÈÒÎÂÈ ÙËÓ ‰È·›ÚÂÛË ÙË˜ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ·˜ ÛÂ ¯ÚÈ-
ÛÙÈ·ÓÔ‡˜ Î·È ·ÏÏfiıÚËÛÎÔ˘˜ Î·È ˘Ô¯ıfiÓÈ· Î·ÏÏÈÂÚ-
ÁÂ› Ó¤· Ì¤Ùˆ· ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎÒÓ ·ÓÙÈ·Ú·ı¤ÛÂˆÓ. 

NEITHER
EXECUTIONERS 
NOR VICTIMS

“Sergeant, Sir, I suffer from color-blindness: 
I see each and every target identical to my heart.”

Aris Alexandrou, Advice to an insubordinate (Poems 1941-1974)

We began a struggle, in the mid-'80s, so that the possibility
to refuse military service for reasons of conscience would
be recognized in Greece, too. What in our country sound-

ed like an excessive demand of a tiny minority, in the Western world
was a self-evident right, constitutionally guaranteed for every citi-
zen, since the dawn of the 20th century in some cases.

The request was supported, right from the start, by a significant
number of citizens, coming mainly from the political space of envi-
ronmentalism and the renovating left. This is also the political
space, where most of the first conscientious objectors on non-reli-
gious grounds came from.

In spite of the enthusiasm of the early years, state recognition of
conscientious objection has remained an unachieved goal of the
movement. The objectors have been, and still are, going through an
ordeal, with successive sentences by the military courts and many
months of imprisonment, systematic harassment and Intimidation
of their families by the police, denial of exiting the country, but also
restrictions: in practicing a profession, in acquiring personal prop-
erty, in exercising their right to vote, etc.

Despite all that, the number of declared objectors to military
service for reasons of conscience has expanded, slowly yet steadily,
activating to date several dozen opponents of violence and mili-
tarism (indeed, should one also count those invoking reasons of
religious conscience, the number rises to several thousand).

We are not attempting here to interpret the reasons why a sig-
nificant percentage of young people turn their back on military
service. The answer to this question is given from within each per-
son subject to military service before the critical moment of enlist-
ment, with the result that 1 In 4 never wear a military uniform.

We are merely interested in speaking about our own reasons and
our personal motives. We dared to take the decisive step and
declared our refusal to enlist through our public declaration, which
we addressed to the media and the competent recruitment services.
Driven by our moral principles, we declared our opposition to all
forms of violence –military or revolutionary, legal or Illegal– and
refused our participation in the army, the foremost machinery for
the promotion of violence.

Our motive has not been the evasion of the ordeal of the military
service or any other petty self-interest. Our motive is our ideologi-
cal opposition to violence in any of its forms, even when it is used
for supposedly “pacifistic” aims. Our motive is the international
anxiety caused by the expansionism of the superpowers, our oppo-
sition to the escalation of warlike arms acquisitions, our disagree-
ment to the established ideology that acclaims the army to the sta-
tus of prerequisite for ensuring peace.

Our motive is our solidarity with the downtrodden Greek and
Turk breadwinner, who sees the fruits of his/her daily toil being
transformed into weapons of mass mutual annihilation. Our motive
is our opposition to the machinations of Western imperialism that
seeks the division of humanity into Christians and heathens and,
behind the scenes, is cultivating new fronts for military confronta-
tions.

We are not merely uttering generalities in support of our just
struggle. We are confronting imperialism in practice, struggling for
disarmament. We are confronting chauvinism in practice, cooperat-
ing with the objectors of the neighboring countries. We are combat-
ing war In practice, refusing to serve it. And it is now universally
accepted that conscientious objection is a fundamental component
–if not the spearhead– of the peace movements.

It is, after all, a fact that modern history has only praise to show:
• for the 22,000 deserters and objectors of the German army dur-

ing World War II (15,000 of them were executed);
• for the hundreds of French soldiers and the mass of people who

supported their refusal to strike on the Algerian liberators In
1961;

• for the 110,000 who burned their draft cards, refusing to fight in
the imperialist U.S. war In Vietnam;

∆ΙΑΝΕΜΕΤΑΙ  ∆ΩΡΕΑΝ
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¢ÂÓ ÁÂÓÈÎÔÏÔÁÔ‡ÌÂ ˘¤Ú ÙÔ˘ ‰›Î·ÈÔ˘ ·ÁÒÓ· Ì·˜. ∞ÓÙÈ·ÏÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÈÌÂÚÈ·ÏÈÛÌfi ÛÙËÓ Ú¿ÍË ·ÁˆÓÈ˙fi-
ÌÂÓÔÈ ˘¤Ú ÙÔ˘ ·ÊÔÏÈÛÌÔ‡. ∞ÓÙÈ·ÏÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÛÔ‚ÈÓÈÛÌfi ÛÙËÓ Ú¿ÍË, Û˘ÓÂÚÁ·˙fiÌÂÓÔÈ ÌÂ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÚÓËÙ¤˜
ÙˆÓ ÁÂÈÙÔÓÈÎÒÓ ¯ˆÚÒÓ. ∞ÓÙÈ·ÏÂ‡Ô˘ÌÂ ÙÔÓ fiÏÂÌÔ ÛÙËÓ Ú¿ÍË, ·ÚÓÔ‡ÌÂÓÔÈ Ó· ÙÔÓ ˘ËÚÂÙ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ. ∫·È Â›Ó·È
Ï¤ÔÓ ÔÈÎÔ˘ÌÂÓÈÎ¿ ·Ú·‰ÂÎÙfi fiÙÈ Ë ·ÓÙ›ÚÚËÛË Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ·ÔÙÂÏÂ› ‚·ÛÈÎ‹ Û˘ÓÈÛÙÒÛ· —Â¿Ó fi¯È ÙËÓ ·È¯Ì‹—
ÙˆÓ ÎÈÓËÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜.

∂›Ó·È ÁÂÁÔÓfi˜, ¿ÏÏˆÛÙÂ, fiÙÈ Ë Û‡Á¯ÚÔÓË ÈÛÙÔÚ›· ÌfiÓÔ Â·›ÓÔ˘˜ ÎÔÌ›˙ÂÈ: 

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 22.000 ÏÈÔÙ¿ÎÙÂ˜ Î·È ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘ °ÂÚÌ·ÓÈÎÔ‡ ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‡ Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙÔ˘ µ' ¶·ÁÎÔÛÌ›Ô˘
¶ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘ (15.000 ·fi ·˘ÙÔ‡˜ ÂÎÙÂÏ¤ÛÙËÎ·Ó)

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÂÎ·ÙÔÓÙ¿‰Â˜ °¿ÏÏÔ˘˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙÂ˜ Î·È ÙÔ Ï‹ıÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ Ï·Ô‡ Ô˘ ˘ÔÛÙ‹ÚÈÍÂ ÙËÓ ¿ÚÓËÛ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ Ó· ¯Ù˘-
‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜ ∞ÏÁÂÚÈÓÔ‡˜ ·ÂÏÂ˘ıÂÚˆÙ¤˜ ÙÔ 1961

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 110.000 Ô˘ ¤Î·„·Ó ÙÔ ÚÔÛÎÏËÙ‹ÚÈÔ Î·Ù¿Ù·Í‹˜ ÙÔ˘˜, ·ÚÓÔ‡ÌÂÓÔÈ Ó· ÔÏÂÌ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ ÈÌÂÚÈ·ÏÈ-
ÛÙÈÎfi fiÏÂÌÔ ÙˆÓ ∏.¶.∞. ÛÙÔ µÈÂÙÓ¿Ì

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 111 Â·ÁÁÂÏÌ·Ù›Â˜ ·ÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÔ‡˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙÂ˜ Ô˘ ÏÈÔÙ¿ÎÙËÛ·Ó Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙÔ˘ ÚÒÙÔ˘ ÔÏ¤-
ÌÔ˘ ÛÙÔÓ ∫fiÏÔ.

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 200.000 Ó¤Ô˘˜ Ô˘ ·ÚÓ‹ıËÎ·Ó Ó· ÔÏÂÌ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÔÓ ÚfiÛÊ·ÙÔ, ÂÌÊ‡ÏÈÔ Û·Ú·ÁÌfi ÙË˜
°ÈÔ˘ÁÎÔÛÏ·‚›·˜

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ÂÎ·ÙÔÓÙ¿‰Â˜ ·ÌÂÚÈÎ·ÓÔ‡˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙÂ˜ Ô˘ ·Ó·˙‹ÙËÛ·Ó ÔÏÈÙÈÎfi ¿Û˘ÏÔ ÛÂ ¿ÏÏÂ˜ ¯ÒÚÂ˜ ·Ë‰È·ÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ
·fi ÙËÓ ÂÍfiÓÙˆÛË ·Ì¿¯ˆÓ ÛÙÔ πÚ¿Î, Î·Ù¿ ÙËÓ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›· ÙÚÈÂÙ›·

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ‰ÂÎ¿‰Â˜ πÛÚ·ËÏÈÓÔ‡˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙÂ˜ Ô˘ Â¤ÏÂÍ·Ó ÙË Ê˘Ï·Î‹ ·Ú¿ Ó· Û˘ÓÂÚÁ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÂ ÂÁÎÏ‹Ì·Ù· ÂÓ·-
ÓÙ›ˆÓ ·Ì¿¯ˆÓ ¶·Ï·ÈÛÙÈÓ›ˆÓ

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 1.300 πÛÚ·ËÏÈÓÔ‡˜ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛ›Â˜ ÙˆÓ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›ˆÓ ¯ÚfiÓˆÓ (300 ·fi ·˘ÙÔ‡˜ Î·Ù¿ ÙË ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙÔ˘ 2005)

ñ ÛÙÔ˘˜ 300.000 ·Ó˘fiÙ·ÎÙÔ˘˜ Ô˘ Î·Ù·ÌÂÙÚ¿ Ô ∆Ô˘ÚÎÈÎfi˜ ÛÙÚ·Ùfi˜ (ÌÂÚÈÎÔ› ·fi ·˘ÙÔ‡˜ ‰ËÏˆÌ¤ÓÔÈ ·ÓÙÈÚ-
ÚËÛ›Â˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ Ô˘ Ì·ÚÙ‡ÚËÛ·Ó ÛÙÈ˜ Ê˘Ï·Î¤˜ ÙË˜ ¯ÒÚ·˜).

√ √.∏.∂., ÙÔ ™˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ ÙË˜ ∂˘ÚÒË˜, Ô √.∞.™.∂., ÙÔ ∂˘Úˆ·˚Îfi ∫ÔÈÓÔ‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ, Ë ¢ÈÂıÓ‹˜ ∞ÌÓËÛÙ›· Î·È
Ï‹ıÔ˜ ¿ÏÏˆÓ ‰È·ÎÂÎÚÈÌ¤ÓˆÓ ‰ÈÂıÓÒÓ ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÒÓ Ô˘ Â› ÔÏÏ¿ ¯ÚfiÓÈ· ‰ÂÓ ¤·„·Ó ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ Ó· ÛÙËÏÈÙÂ‡-
Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ∂ÏÏ¿‰· ÁÈ· Î·Ù·¿ÙËÛË ÙÔ˘ ·ÓıÚÒÈÓÔ˘ ‰ÈÎ·ÈÒÌ·ÙÔ˜ ÛÙËÓ ·ÓÙ›ÚÚËÛË Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜, ¯·ÈÚ¤ÙËÛ·Ó ÙË
ÓÔÌÔıÂÙÈÎ‹ Ú‡ıÌÈÛË 2510/97 Ô˘ ÚÔ¤‚ÏÂÂ ÙËÓ «ÂÓ·ÏÏ·ÎÙÈÎ‹ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·» ˆ˜ ‚‹Ì· ÚÔfi‰Ô˘. ∆Ô ıÂÙÈÎfi ·˘Ùfi
‚‹Ì· fiÌˆ˜ ¤ÌÂÏÏÂ Ó· ·Ô‰ÂÈ¯ÙÂ› «ÂÈÙ·Á‹ ¯ˆÚ›˜ ·ÓÙ›ÎÚ˘ÛÌ·» ÏfiÁˆ ÙˆÓ ˘¤ÚÌÂÙÚ· ·˘ÛÙËÚÒÓ ‰È·Ù¿ÍÂˆÓ
Ô˘ Ú‡ıÌÈ˙·Ó ÙËÓ ÂÊ·ÚÌÔÁ‹ ÙË˜ «ÂÓ·ÏÏ·ÎÙÈÎ‹˜ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·˜»: ∂ÈÙÚÔ¤˜ ÂÏ¤Á¯Ô˘ ÙË˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ÙˆÓ ˘Ô„‹-
ÊÈˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ (fiÌÔÈÂ˜ ÌÂ ·˘Ù¤˜ Ô˘ ÁÓÒÚÈÛÂ Ë ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ· ÛÙÈ˜ ÈÔ ÛÎÔÙÂÈÓ¤˜ ÛÂÏ›‰Â˜ ÙË˜ ÈÛÙÔÚ›·˜ ÙË˜),
Î·Ù·ÛÙÚ·Ù‹ÁËÛË ÙÔ˘ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎÔ‡ ¯·Ú·ÎÙ‹Ú· ÙË˜ «ÂÓ·ÏÏ·ÎÙÈÎ‹˜ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·˜» Ì¤Ûˆ ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ÂÔÙÂ›-
·˜, ÙÈÌˆÚËÙÈÎ‹ ‰È¿ÚÎÂÈ· ÙË˜ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·˜ (ÛÂ ¯ÚfiÓÔ ˘ÂÚ‰ÈÏ¿ÛÈÔ ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜), ·Ê·›ÚÂÛË ÂÚÁ·ÙÈÎÒÓ
‰ÈÎ·ÈˆÌ¿ÙˆÓ ÙˆÓ ˘ËÚÂÙÔ‡ÓÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ Î·È, ˆ˜ Î·Ù·ÎÏÂ›‰·, ¤ÓÙ·ÛË ÙˆÓ ‰ÈÒÍÂˆÓ ÛÂ ‚¿ÚÔ˜ ÙˆÓ ·Ï·È-
ÒÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ ÌÂ ÚÔÊ˘Ï·Î›ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È Ó¤· ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‰ÈÎÂ›·, ·ÊÔ‡ ÙÔ «‚·ı‡» ÂÏÏËÓÈÎfi ÎÚ¿ÙÔ˜ ÂÍ¤Ï·‚Â ÙËÓ
‡·ÚÍË ÙÔ˘ ıÂÛÌÔ‡ ˆ˜ ‹ÙÙ· Î·È ¤ÛÂ˘ÛÂ Ó· ÂÎ‰ÈÎËıÂ›. 

¡ÂfiÙÂÚË Ú‡ıÌÈÛË (Ô ¡fiÌÔ˜ 3421/05) ‰ÂÓ ·¿ÏÂÈ„Â Î·Ì›· Î·Ù¿ÊÔÚË ·‰ÈÎ›· ÂÈ˜ ‚¿ÚÔ˜ ÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ,
‰ÂÓ ·Ê·›ÚÂÛÂ ÙÈ˜ Ù·ÂÈÓˆÙÈÎ¤˜ ‰È·Ù¿ÍÂÈ˜, Ô‡ÙÂ ·Ó¤ÛÙÂÈÏÂ ÙÈ˜ ‰ÈÒÍÂÈ˜.

√ ÔÏÈÙÈÎfi˜ ÎfiÛÌÔ˜ ÛÙ¿ıËÎÂ ‰ÈÛÙ·ÎÙÈÎfi˜ ·¤Ó·ÓÙÈ ÛÙÔ Î›ÓËÌ· ÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ. ∆· ÂÓÈ¯Ú¿ ·ÔÙÂÏ¤ÛÌ·-
Ù· ÛÙÔ Â‰›Ô ÙˆÓ ÓfiÌˆÓ, ÔÈ ·Ì‹¯·ÓÂ˜ ‰È·Ù˘ÒÛÂÈ˜ ÛÙ· ÔÏÈÙÈÎ¿ ÙÔ˘˜ ÚÔÁÚ¿ÌÌ·Ù· Î·È Ë ÂÁÎ·Ù¿ÏÂÈ„Ë ÙˆÓ
·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ ÛÂ ·ËÓÂ›˜ ‰ÈÒÍÂÈ˜ Î·Ù·‰ÂÈÎÓ‡Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÂÈÚÚÔ‹ ÂÍˆıÂÛÌÈÎÒÓ ·Ú·ÁfiÓÙˆÓ Î·È Î˘Ú›ˆ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÚ·-
ÙÈˆÙÈÎÔ‡ Î·ÙÂÛÙËÌ¤ÓÔ˘, ÙË˜ ÂÎÎÏËÛÈ·ÛÙÈÎ‹˜ ÈÂÚ·Ú¯›·˜ (‰È· ÙÔ˘ ·Ú¯ÈÂÈÛÎfiÔ˘ ÙË˜ Î·È ÙˆÓ Ê·Ó·ÙÈÛÌ¤ÓˆÓ
ÚÔÛÎ˘ÓËÙÒÓ ÙÔ˘) ·ÏÏ¿ Î·È ÙˆÓ ·ÙÚÈ‰ÔÎ¿ËÏˆÓ ÂÌfiÚˆÓ ÙÔ˘ ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘. 

º·ÈÔ› ÛÙ·˘ÚÔÊfiÚÔÈ ÙÔ˘ ÔÏÔÎÏËÚˆÙÈÛÌÔ‡ ·ÓÂÚ˘ıÚ›·ÛÙ· ·ÍÈÒÓÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ÈÔ ÛÎÏËÚ‹ ÙÈÌˆÚ›· Î·Ù¿ ÙˆÓ
·ÚÓËÙÒÓ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË˜ (·ÎfiÌË Î·È ÙË ı·Ó·ÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎÙ¤ÏÂÛË ¤¯Ô˘Ó ˙ËÙ‹ÛÂÈ ·ÊÈÔÓÈÛÌ¤ÓÔÈ ÎÔÓ‰˘ÏÔÊfiÚÔÈ) ‹ ÙË
«ıÂÚ·Â›·» ÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ ÌÂ ÏÔ‚ÔÙÔÌ‹ fiˆ˜ Ô Î. ÃÚÈÛÙfi‰Ô˘ÏÔ˜ ÚfiÙÂÈÓÂ ÛÂ ¿ÚıÚ· Î·È ÔÌÈÏ›Â˜ ÙÔ˘.
∂ÈÏÂÎÙÈÎ¿ Î·ÙÂ˘ı‡ÓÔ˘Ó ÙÈ˜ ‚ÔÏ¤˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛ›Â˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ‰ÈfiÙÈ ÔÈ ÙÂÏÂ˘Ù·›ÔÈ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÙÔ ı¿ÚÚÔ˜ Ó·
‰È·‰ËÏÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ·ÓÙ›ıÂÛ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÔ ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌfi Î·È ÙË ‚›·, ‰ÂÓ ÎÚ‡‚ÔÓÙ·È, ‰ÂÓ ÚÔÛÎ˘ÓÔ‡Ó, ‰ÂÓ ÁÏÂ›ÊÔ˘Ó,
‰ÂÓ ÌÂıÔ‰Â‡Ô˘Ó ÙË ÌÂÙ¿ıÂÛË, ‰ÂÓ ˙ËÙÔ‡Ó Â˘ÓÔ˚Î‹ ÌÂÙ·¯Â›ÚÈÛË ‹ ÚÔ˘ÛÊ¤ÙÈ. ∆ËÓ ›‰È· ÛÙÈÁÌ‹, ·Ú·‚Ï¤Ô˘Ó Ù·
ÛÙ›ÊË ÙˆÓ ·Ó˘fiÙ·ÎÙˆÓ (ÛÂ 45.000 ÂÎÙÈÌ¿ ÙÔÓ ·ÚÈıÌfi ÙÔ˘˜ ÙÔ ˘Ô˘ÚÁÂ›Ô ∞Ì‡ÓË˜), ·Ú·‚Ï¤Ô˘Ó ÙÈ˜ ·˘ÙÔ-
ÎÙÔÓ›Â˜ Î·È Ù· ı·Ó·ÙËÊfiÚ· ·Ù˘¯‹Ì·Ù·, ·Ú·‚Ï¤Ô˘Ó Ù· «·ÔÏ˘Ù‹ÚÈ· ¯ˆÚ›˜ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË» ÙˆÓ ·ÙÚÈˆÙÒÓ
ÙÔ˘ «·ÏÎÔÛ¤ÓÈÎÔ˘» Î·È ÙË˜ ÙËÏÂı¤·ÛË˜.

∏ ÊˆÓ‹ Ì·˜ ÂÓÒıËÎÂ ÌÂ ÙÈ˜ ÊˆÓ¤˜ fiÏˆÓ ÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÙÒÓ ÙÔ˘ Ï·Ó‹ÙË. ŒÁÈÓÂ „‹ÊÈÛÌ·, ¤ÁÈÓÂ ‰È·Ì·Ú-
Ù˘Ú›·, ¤ÁÈÓÂ Û‡ÓıËÌ·, ¤ÁÈÓÂ ‰È·‰‹ÏˆÛË ÌÂ ·›ÙËÌ· Ó· ÛÙ·Ì·Ù‹ÛÂÈ Ô fiÏÂÌÔ˜ ÂÈ˜ ‚¿ÚÔ˜ ÙˆÓ ·ÓÙÈÚÚËÛÈÒÓ, Ó·
ÛÙ·Ì·Ù‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÔÈ ‰ÈÒÍÂÈ˜ Î·È Ù· ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‰ÈÎÂ›·. ¡· Á›ÓÂÈ ¤Ó· ÁÂÓÓ·›Ô ‚‹Ì· ÚÔ˜ ÙËÓ Î·ÙÂ‡ı˘ÓÛË ÙË˜ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜
·ÔÔÈÓÈÎÔÔÈÒÓÙ·˜ ÙËÓ ·ÓÙ›ÚÚËÛË Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜, ·ÌÓËÛÙÂ‡ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÏÈÔ‡˜ ·ÚÓËÙ¤˜ Ô˘ ÊÔÚÙÒÓÔÓÙ·È
·ÏÏÂ¿ÏÏËÏÂ˜ Î·Ù·‰›ÎÂ˜, ÂÈ‚Ú·‚Â‡ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔÓ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎfi ÚfiÏÔ ÙË˜ «ÂÓ·ÏÏ·ÎÙÈÎ‹˜ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·˜», ·Ó·ı¤ÙÔÓÙ·˜
ÛÂ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎfi ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌfi ÙËÓ ÂÔÙÂ›· ÙË˜, ÂÈÙÚ¤ÔÓÙ·˜ ÙË ‰˘Ó·ÙfiÙËÙ· ¤ÓÙ·ÍË˜ ÛÙÔÓ ıÂÛÌfi ·ÎfiÌË Î·È ÙˆÓ
˘ËÚÂÙÔ‡ÓÙˆÓ Ê·ÓÙ¿ÚˆÓ, ‰ÈÂ˘Ú‡ÓÔÓÙ·˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÚ›˙ÔÓÙÂ˜ ¿ÛÎËÛË˜ ÙË˜ «ÂÓ·ÏÏ·ÎÙÈÎ‹˜ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·˜» ¤Íˆ ·fi Ù·
fiÚÈ· ÙË˜ ¯ÒÚ·˜, ÌÂ ¤ÌÊ·ÛË ÛÙ· µ·ÏÎ¿ÓÈ·. 

√ fiÏÂÌÔ˜ Â›Ó·È ¤Ó· ¤ÁÎÏËÌ· Î·Ù¿ ÙË˜ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ·˜ Î·È Ô ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌfi˜ ˆ˜ «‰‹ÌÈÔ˜» ˘Ê·›ÓÂÈ ÙÔ Û¿‚·ÓÔ
ÙˆÓ ·˘ÚÈ·ÓÒÓ ı˘Ì¿ÙˆÓ ÙÔ˘. ¢ÂÓ ·Ô‰Â¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ ÙÔÓ ÚfiÏÔ ÙÔ˘ «‰ËÌ›Ô˘» ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ÔÔ›Ô ·Ó·˙ËÙÔ‡Ó ÎÔÌ¿Ú-
ÛÔ˘˜ ÔÈ ·ÚÁ˘ÚÒÓËÙÔÈ Î‹Ú˘ÎÂ˜ ÙË˜ ÂıÓÈÎÔÊÚÔÛ‡ÓË˜, Ô‡ÙÂ Â›Ì·ÛÙÂ Úfiı˘ÌÔÈ Ó· Û˘ÓÂÚÁ‹ÛÔ˘ÌÂ ÛÂ ÌÂÏÏÔÓÙÈÎ¿
ÂÁÎÏ‹Ì·Ù· Î·Ù¿ ÙˆÓ ÁÂÈÙfiÓˆÓ ‹ ÙË˜ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ·˜. ¢ÂÓ ·Ô‰Â¯fiÌ·ÛÙÂ fiÌˆ˜ Ô‡ÙÂ ÙÔÓ ÚfiÏÔ ÙÔ˘ «ı‡Ì·ÙÔ˜»
Ô˘ ÂÈÊ˘Ï¿ÛÛÂÈ Ë ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ Î·È ıÚËÛÎÂ˘ÙÈÎ‹ ÌÈÛ·ÏÏÔ‰ÔÍ›·. 

∆Ô ÂÚÒÙËÌ¿ Ì·˜ Â›Ó·È ·ÌÂ›ÏÈÎÙÔ Î·È Î·Ì›· ‰‡Ó·ÌË ÛÙÔÓ ÎfiÛÌÔ ‰ÂÓ ı· Ì·˜ ÂÌÔ‰›ÛÂÈ Ó· ÙÔ ‰È·Ù˘ÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ
·Â˘ı˘ÓfiÌÂÓÔÈ ÛÙËÓ ·Ó˘fiÙ·ÎÙË ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ ÓÂÔÏ·›·: Â›ÛÙÂ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ÃÚÈÛÙfi‰Ô˘ÏÔ, ÙÔÓ ∞Ì‚ÚfiÛÈÔ Î·È ÙÔÓ
¶··ıÂÌÂÏ‹ ‹ ÌÂ ÙÔÓ ª¿ÚÙÈÓ §Ô‡ıÂÚ ∫ÈÓÁÎ, ÙÔÓ Ã¿ÚÔÏÓÙ ¶›ÓÙÂÚ, ÙÔÓ ∆ÔÏÛÙfiÈ, ÙÔÓ ∞˚ÓÛÙ¿ÈÓ, ÙÔÓ ºÚfi˘ÓÙ,
ÙÔÓ °Î¿ÓÙÈ, ÙÔÓ ƒ¿ÛÂÏ Î·È ÙÔÓ ·ÓÒÓ˘ÌÔ ·ÚÓËÙ‹ ÙÔ˘ ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌÔ‡;

∏ ·ÓÙ›ÚÚËÛË Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛË˜ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ó·È ÌfiÓÔ ¤Ó· ·Ó·ÓıÚÒÈÓÔ ·ÙÔÌÈÎfi ‰ÈÎ·›ˆÌ· ·ÏÏ¿ ·ÔÙÂÏÂ› ÙÔ ¤Û¯·ÙÔ
Î·Ù·Ê‡ÁÈÔ ÁÈ· ÙË ‰È¿ÛˆÛË ÙË˜ ·ÙÔÌÈÎ‹˜ Ì·˜ ·ÍÈÔÚ¤ÂÈ·˜.

§¿˙·ÚÔ˜ ¶ÂÙÚÔÌÂÏ›‰Ë˜ - ¢ËÌ‹ÙÚË˜ ∫. ™ˆÙËÚfiÔ˘ÏÔ˜

• for the 111 professional American soldiers who deserted during the
first Gulf War;

• for the 200,000 young men who refused to fight in the recent civil
war in Yugoslavia;

• for the hundreds of American soldiers who sought political asylum
in other countries, sick from the annihilation of civilians in Iraq,
during the last three years;

• for the dozens of Israeli soldiers who chose prison rather than
becoming accomplishes in crimes against civilian Palestinians;

• for the 1,300 Israeli conscientious objectors in recent years (300
of those during 2005);

• for the 300,000 insubordinates by the count of the Turkish army
(some of those are declared conscientious objectors who suffered
a lot In that country's prisons).
The United Nations, the Council of Europe, the OSCE, the European

Parliament, Amnesty International and a multitude of other distin-
guished organizations, which for many years never ceased criticizing
Greece for violating the human right to conscientious objection, wel-
comed as a step forward Law 2510/97 that provided for “alternative
service". This positive step, however, was destined to prove an
“uncovered check” because of the excessively strict provisions regu-
lating the implementation of the “alternative service". Committees
to check the conscience of applicant objectors (similar to those
humanity has known during the darkest pages of its history), adul-
teration of the social character of the “alternative service” through
military oversight, punitive duration of the service (more than dou-
ble the military service), denial of the labor rights of serving objec-
tors and, as a capstone, intensification of the persecution against the
older objectors with pre-trial detention and renewed military court
trials, since the “deep” Greek state viewed the existence of the insti-
tution as a defeat and was quick to take revenge.

A newer legislative measure (Law 3421/05) did not remove any of
the blatant injustices against the objectors, did not remove the
degrading provisions, neither did it suspend prosecutions.

The political world stood hesitant towards the objector movement.
The poor results in the legislative field, the embarrassed wording in
their political programs and their abandoning conscientious objec-
tors to relentless persecution show the influence of extra-institution-
al actors and mainly the military establishment, the hierarchy of the
church (through its archbishop and his fanaticized worshippers), but
also of the jingoist merchants of war.

Grey crusaders of totalitarianism shamelessly demand the cruelest
punishment of conscientious objectors (some bigoted writers have
even demanded the death penalty) or their “treatment” with lobot-
omy, as Archbishop Christodoulos has proposed in articles and
speeches. They direct their shots selectively to the conscientious
objectors, because the latter have the courage to manifest their
opposition to militarism and violence, they are not hiding, they are
not licking anybody's boots, they are not planning carefully how to
get transferred, they are not asking for favorable treatment or a
political favor. At the same time, these same crusaders are overlook-
ing the masses of the insubordinate (the ministry of Defense esti-
mates their number at 45,000), they are overlooking the suicides
and fatal accidents of soldiers, they are overlooking the “discharges
without enlistment” of the patriots of popular music halls and TV
shows.

Our voice has joined those of all anti-militarists of the planet. It
has become a petition, it has become a protest, and it has become a
rally with the demand that the war on conscientious objectors must
stop, that the prosecutions and military trials must stop. That a
courageous step must be made towards peace by decriminalizing
conscientious objection, by granting an amnesty to the older objec-
tors who are being saddled with repeated sentences, by rewarding
the social role of the “alternative service", by entrusting Its oversight
to a social organization, by allowing even for serving soldiers to join
this Institution, by expanding the scope of “alternative service”
beyond the borders of the country, with an emphasis in the Balkans.

War is a crime against humanity and militarism, as an execution-
er, weaves the funereal shroud of its future victims. We do not accept
the role of the “executioner", for which the venal heralds of nation-
alism are seeking stooges, nor are we willing to aid and abet future
crimes against our neighbors or humanity. Neither do we accept,
however, the role of the “victim” that the military and religious
intolerance have in store for us.

Our question is relentless and no power in the world shall stop us
from raising it, addressing the insubordinate Greek youth: are you
on the side of Archbishop Christodoulos, Bishop Ambrosios and MP
Papathemelis, or on the side of Martin Luther King, Harold Pinter,
Tolstoi, Einstein, Freud, Gandhi, Russel and the nameless rejecter of
militarism?

Conscientious objection is not only a universal human right, it is
also the ultimate refuge in order to save our individual dignity.

Lazaros Petromelidis - Dimitris K. Sotiropoulos
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O
È Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·ıÒ˜ ‰ÈÔÈÎÔ‡Ó ÙÔ˘˜ ˘ËÎfi-
Ô˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÌÂ ÙË ‚›· —Ë ÔÔ›· ‰È·ÙËÚÂ› Î·È ÙËÓ
ÂÈı·Ú¯›· ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÚ·ÙÂ‡Ì·ÙÔ˜— ÁÈ· Î·Ó¤Ó·

ÏfiÁÔ ‰ÂÓ ı· ‰Â¯fiÓÙÔ˘Û·Ó Ó· ÂÏ·ÙÙÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙË ‰‡Ó·-
ÌË ÙÔ˘ ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‡, Ô‡ÙÂ Ó· ÙË ı¤ÛÔ˘Ó ˘fi ÙËÓ ÎÚÈÙÈÎ‹
ÙˆÓ ÔÏÈÙÒÓ. ¶fiÛÔ Ì¿ÏÏÔÓ fiÙ·Ó ˘¿Ú¯ÂÈ Ë Èı·Ófi-
ÙËÙ·, ÙË ÛÙÈÁÌ‹ Ô˘ ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ı· Â›Ó·È ÂÏÂ‡ıÂÚÔÈ
Ó· ·ÓÙÈÎ·Ù·ÛÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙË ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ıËÙÂ›· ÌÂ ÌÈ·
ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÎ‹ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·, Ë ÌÂÁ¿ÏË ÏÂÈÔ„ËÊ›· ı· ÚÔ-
ÙÈÌ‹ÛÂÈ ÙËÓ ÂÚÁ·Û›· ‰ÈfiÙÈ Î·ÓÂ›˜ ‰ÂÓ ÂÈı˘ÌÂ› Ô‡ÙÂ
Ó· ÊÔÓÂ‡ÂÈ Ô‡ÙÂ Ó· ÊÔÓÂ‡ÂÙ·È. MÂÙ¿ ·fi Ï›ÁÔ ‰È¿-
ÛÙËÌ· ı· Û˘ÁÎÂÓÙÒÓÔÓÙ·Ó ÙfiÛÔÈ ÔÏÏÔ› ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈ-
ÎÔ› ÂÚÁ¿ÙÂ˜ Î·È ÙfiÛÔÈ Ï›ÁÔÈ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈÒÙÂ˜ ÒÛÙÂ ‰ÂÓ ı·
˘‹Ú¯Â Ï¤ÔÓ Î·ÓÂ›˜ Ó· ˘Ô¯ÚÂÒÛÂÈ ÙÔ˘˜ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈ-
ÎÔ‡˜ ÂÚÁ¿ÙÂ˜ Ó· ÂÈ‰›‰ÔÓÙ·È ÛÙËÓ ÂÚÁ·Û›· ÙÔ˘˜.

OÈ ÊÈÏÂÏÂ‡ıÂÚÔÈ, ÔÈ ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÛÙ¤˜ Î·È ÁÂÓÈÎÒÙÂÚ·
fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ ÏÂÁfiÌÂÓÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ÙË˜ ÚÔfi‰Ô˘, ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó
Ó· Ê·ÓÙ¿˙ÔÓÙ·È Ï·ÓÒÌÂÓÔÈ ·fi ÙË ÊÏ˘·Ú›· ÙÔ˘˜,
fiÙÈ ÔÈ ·ÁÔÚÂ‡ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Ì¤Û· ÛÙÈ˜ ·›ıÔ˘ÛÂ˜, ÔÈ ÂÓÒ-
ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ˘˜, Ù· ÛˆÌ·ÙÂ›· ÙÔ˘˜, Ù· Ê˘ÏÏ¿‰È· Ô˘ ÂÎ‰›-
‰Ô˘Ó, Â›Ó·È Ú¿ÁÌ·Ù· ÔÏ‡ ÛÔ˘‰·›· Î·È fiÙÈ Ë
¿ÚÓËÛË ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ıËÙÂ›·˜ Â›Ó·È ˙‹ÙËÌ·
ÂÔ˘ÛÈÒ‰Â˜ Ô˘ ‰ÂÓ ¯ÚÂÈ¿˙ÂÙ·È ÙËÓ ÚÔÛÔ¯‹ ÙÔ˘˜. 

OÈ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ fiÌˆ˜ ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘Ó ÙÈ Â›Ó·È Ô˘ÛÈÒ‰Â˜
ÁÈ' ·˘Ù¤˜ Î·È ÙÈ ‰ÂÓ Â›Ó·È. AÔ‰¤¯ÔÓÙ·È ÌÂ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË
Â˘¯·Ú›ÛÙËÛË ÙÈ˜ Û˘˙ËÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ ÂÏÂ˘ıÂÚfiÊÚÔÓˆÓ
Î·È ÙˆÓ ÚÈ˙ÔÛ·ÛÙÒÓ Ì¤Û· ÛÙÔ KÔÈÓÔ‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ.
AÓ¤¯ÔÓÙ·È Ù· ÂÚÁ·ÙÈÎ¿ ÛˆÌ·ÙÂ›·, ÙÈ˜ ‰ËÏÒÛÂÈ˜ ÙˆÓ
ÎÔÈÓˆÓÈÛÙÒÓ Î·È ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÎ‰ËÏÒÓÔ˘Ó Ì¿ÏÈÛÙ· Î·È ÙË
Û˘Ì¿ıÂÈ¿ ÙÔ˘˜  ‰ÈfiÙÈ ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ ¤¯Ô˘Ó fiÊÂÏÔ˜
·fi ÙÈ˜ ‰Ú·ÛÙËÚÈfiÙËÙ¤˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Î·ıÒ˜ ·ÔÛÔ‡Ó ÙÔ
Ï·fi ·fi ÙÔ ÌÔÓ·‰ÈÎfi ·ÏËıÈÓfi Ì¤ÛÔ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ ·ÂÏÂ˘-
ı¤ÚˆÛ‹ ÙÔ˘˜.

¶ÔÙ¤ ÔÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ‰ÂÓ ı· ‰Â¯ÙÔ‡Ó ·ÓÔÈ¯Ù¿ ÙËÓ
¿ÚÓËÛË ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ıËÙÂ›·˜ ‹ ÙËÓ ¿ÚÓËÛË ÙË˜
ÏËÚˆÌ‹˜ ÊfiÚˆÓ Ô˘ ÚÔÔÚ›˙ÔÓÙ·È ÁÈ· ÙÔÓ ÛÙÚ·-
Ùfi ‰ÈfiÙÈ ÁÓˆÚ›˙Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ ÔÈ ·ÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ·˘Ù¤˜ ·ÔÎ·Ï‡-
ÙÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ·¿ÙË ÙˆÓ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂˆÓ Î·È Û˘ÓÙÚ›-
‚Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ÈÛ¯‡ ÙÔ˘˜.

EÊ' fiÛÔÓ ÔÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ı· ‰ÈÔÈÎÔ‡Ó ÙÔ˘˜ Ï·Ô‡˜
ÙÔ˘˜ ÌÂ ÙË ‚›· Î·È ı· ÔÚ¤ÁÔÓÙ·È Ó¤Â˜ Î·Ù·ÎÙ‹ÛÂÈ˜,
fi¯È ÌfiÓÔ ‰ÂÓ ı· ÂÏ·ÙÙÒÓÔ˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‡˜ ÙÔ˘˜,
·ÏÏ¿ ·ÓÙÈı¤Ùˆ˜ ı· ÙÔ˘˜ ÂÓ‰˘Ó·ÌÒÓÔ˘Ó ·Î·Ù¿·˘-
ÛÙ·.

º·›ÓÂÙ·È ÙfiÛÔ ·Ïfi Î·È ÙfiÛÔ Ê˘ÛÈÎfi ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆ-
ÔÈ, Â¿Ó fi¯È fiÙ·Ó Î·Ù·Ù¿ÛÛÔÓÙ·È, ÙÔ˘Ï¿¯ÈÛÙÔÓ
fiÙ·Ó ÙÔ˘˜ ËÁ·›ÓÔ˘Ó ÌÚÔÛÙ¿ ÛÙÔÓ Â¯ıÚfi, Ó· ÛÎ¤-
ÙÔÓÙ·Ó Ó· ÂÙ¿ÍÔ˘Ó Ù· fiÏ· Î·È Ó· Î·ÏÔ‡Û·Ó
ÙÔ˘˜ ·ÓÙÈ¿ÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ Ó· ÙÔ˘˜ ÌÈÌËıÔ‡Ó. E›Ó·È ÙfiÛÔ
·Ïfi ÙÔ ˙‹ÙËÌ· Î·È ÙfiÛÔ Ê˘ÛÈÎfi ÒÛÙÂ fiÏÔÈ ÙÔ ›‰ÈÔ

ı· ¤Î·Ó·Ó. EÓ ÙÔ‡ÙÔÈ˜, ·Ó ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ‰ÂÓ ÙÔ
Î¿ÓÔ˘Ó ·ÎfiÌË ·˘Ùfi Û˘Ì‚·›ÓÂÈ ‰ÈfiÙÈ ÙÚ¤ÊÔ˘Ó ÂÌÈ-
ÛÙÔÛ‡ÓË ÛÙËÓ K˘‚¤ÚÓËÛË Ô˘ ÙÔ˘˜ ‰È·‚Â‚·ÈÒÓÂÈ
fiÙÈ fiÏ· Ù· ‚¿ÚË Ô˘ ˘Ê›ÛÙ·ÓÙ·È ÔÈ ÔÏ›ÙÂ˜ ÏfiÁˆ
ÙÔ˘ ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘, ÂÈ‚¿ÏÏÔÓÙ·È Û' ·˘ÙÔ‡˜ ÁÈ· ÙÔ Î·Ïfi
ÙÔ˘˜.

ŸÏÂ˜ ÔÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÌÂ ·›ÛÙÂ˘ÙË ·Ó·›‰ÂÈ· ‰È·‚Â-
‚·ÈÒÓÔ˘Ó ¿ÓÙÔÙÂ ÙÔ˘˜ Ï·Ô‡˜ fiÙÈ ÔÈ ÔÏÂÌÈÎ¤˜ ÚÔÂ-
ÙÔÈÌ·Û›Â˜ Î·È ÔÈ fiÏÂÌÔÈ ÂÈ‚¿ÏÔÓÙ·È ÁÈ· ¯¿ÚË ÙË˜
ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜. Œ¯Ô˘Ó Ì¿ÏÈÛÙ· ÙfiÛÔ ·Ó·Ù‡ÍÂÈ ÙÔ „Â‡‰Ô˜
Î·È ÙËÓ ˘ÔÎÚÈÛ›· ÒÛÙÂ ÂÓÒ ÔÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
›‰È· ÙËÓ ‡·ÚÍ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÙËÓ ·Ó¿ÁÎË ÙˆÓ ÛÙÚ·-
ÙÒÓ Î·È ÙˆÓ ÔÏ¤ÌˆÓ, ˘ÔÛÙËÚ›˙Ô˘Ó fiÙÈ ˙ËÌÈÒÓÔ-
ÓÙ·È Ù¿¯· ÛËÌ·ÓÙÈÎ¿ ÁÈ· Ó· ‚ÚÔ˘Ó ÙÔÓ ÙÚfiÔ Ó·
ÂÏ·ÙÙÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÔ‡˜ Î·È Ó· Î·Ù·ÚÁ‹ÛÔ˘Ó
ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘˜.

OÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ı¤ÏÔ˘Ó Ó· Â›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜ Ï·Ô‡˜ fiÙÈ
ÔÈ ÔÏ›ÙÂ˜ ‰ÂÓ ÌÔÚÔ‡Ó Ó· ÂÚÁ·ÛÙÔ‡Ó ÁÈ· ÙËÓ
Î·Ù¿ÚÁËÛË ÙˆÓ ÔÏ¤ÌˆÓ, ·ÏÏ¿ fiÙÈ ÌfiÓÔ ÌÂ Ù· ‰ÈÎ¿
ÙÔ˘˜ Û˘Ó¤‰ÚÈ· ı· Î·Ù·Ê¤ÚÔ˘Ó Ó· ÂÏ·ÙÙÒÛÔ˘Ó ÙÔ˘˜
ÔÏÂÌÈÎÔ‡˜ ÂÍÔÏÈÛÌÔ‡˜ Î·È ÛÙË Û˘Ó¤¯ÂÈ· Ó· ÙÔ˘˜
Î·Ù·ÚÁ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙÂÏÂ›ˆ˜.

A˘Ùfi Â›Ó·È „¤Ì·. OÈ ÔÏÂÌÈÎÔ› ÂÍÔÏÈÛÌÔ› ÌÔ-
ÚÔ‡Ó Ó· ÂÏ·ÙÙˆıÔ‡Ó Î·È Ó· ÂÎÌË‰ÂÓÈÛÙÔ‡Ó fi¯È ÂÂÈ-
‰‹ ÙÔ ı¤ÏÔ˘Ó ÔÈ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ·ÏÏ¿ ¯ˆÚ›˜ ÙË ı¤ÏËÛ‹
ÙÔ˘˜. A˘Ùfi ı· Á›ÓÂÈ fiÙ·Ó ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ ¿„Ô˘Ó Ó·
ÙÚ¤ÊÔ˘Ó ÂÌÈÛÙÔÛ‡ÓË ÚÔ˜ ÙÈ˜ K˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ Î·È
fiÙ·Ó ‰ÈÂÎ‰ÈÎ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙËÓ ··ÏÏ·Á‹ ·fi ÙË ‰˘Ó·-
ÛÙÂ›· ÙÔ˘˜. ŸÙ·Ó ı· ˙ËÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÙË ÛˆÙËÚ›· ÙÔ˘˜ fi¯È
ÌÂÙ·Í‡ ÙˆÓ ‰ÈÏˆÌ·ÙÒÓ ·ÏÏ¿ ÛÙËÓ ·Ï‹ ·ÎÔÏÔ˘-
ı›· ÙÔ˘ ÓfiÌÔ˘ ÙÔÓ ÔÔ›Ô fiÏÔÈ ÔÈ ¿ÓıÚˆÔÈ Ú¤ÂÈ
Ó· ÙËÚÔ‡Ó Î·È Ô ÔÔ›Ô˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ·Ó·ÊÔÚ¤˜ ÛÂ fiÏÂ˜ ÙÈ˜
ıÚËÛÎÂ›Â˜ Î·È Â›Ó·È ¯·Ú·ÁÌ¤ÓÔ˜ ÛÙÈ˜ Î·Ú‰È¤˜ ÙÔ˘
Î·ıÂÓfi˜ ·fi ÂÌ¿˜: N· ÌËÓ Î¿ÓÂÈ˜ ÛÙÔ˘˜ ¿ÏÏÔ˘˜ fi,ÙÈ
‰ÂÓ ÂÈı˘ÌÂ›˜ Ó· Î¿ÓÔ˘Ó ÔÈ ¿ÏÏÔÈ ÛÂ Û¤Ó·.

N· ÏÔÈfiÓ ÁÈ·Ù› ‚Ú›ÛÎˆ ·ÔÏ‡Ùˆ˜ ÔÚı‹ ÙËÓ È‰¤·,
fiÙÈ Ë ¿ÚÓËÛË ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ıËÙÂ›·˜ Â›Ó·È ÁÂÁÔ-
Ófi˜ ÙÂÚ¿ÛÙÈ·˜ ÛËÌ·Û›·˜ Î·È fiÙÈ Ë ¿ÚÓËÛË ·˘Ù‹ ı·
·ÂÏÂ˘ıÂÚÒÛÂÈ ÙËÓ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ· ·fi Ù· ‰ÂÈÓ¿ ÙË˜
ÛÙÚ·ÙÔÎÚ·Ù›·˜.

(ÛÙËÓ ÂÏÏËÓÈÎ‹ ÁÏÒÛÛ· ·fi ÙÈ˜ ÂÎ‰fiÛÂÈ˜ º¤ÍË, 1922)

LINKS
War Resisters' International (WRI) www.wri-irg.org

European Bureau for Conscientious Objection (EBCO)
www.ebco-beoc.org

Arbeitsgemeinschaft für Wehrdienstverweigerung und Gewaltfreiheit
AUSTRIA www.verweigert.at

Begegnungszentrum für Aktive Gewaltlosigkeit AUSTRIA
www.begegnungszentrum.at

Action Jeunesse pour la Paix BELGIUM www.yap.org

Forum voor Vredesactie BELGIUM www.vredesactie.be

Aldermaston Women's Peace Campaign BRITAIN www.aldermaston.net

Conscience - The Peace Tax Campaign BRITAIN
www.conscienceonline.org.uk

Peace News BRITAIN www.peacenews.info

Peace Pledge Union BRITAIN www.ppu.org.uk

ACT for the Earth CANADA www.activistmagazine.com

Centre de ressources sur la non-violence CANADA www.nonviolence.ca

Antiratna Kampanja Hrvatske CROATIA www.zamirnet.hr/unija47

Aldrig Mere Krig DENMARK www.fred.dk/peace/index.htm

Aseistakieltäytyiäliitto FINLAND www.aseistakieltaytyjaliitto.fi

Committee of 100 in Finland FINLAND www.kaapeli.fi/~comof100

Sitoutumaton Vasemmisto FINLAND www.helsinki.fi/jarj/sitvas

Collectif des Objectrices et Objecteurs Tarnais FRANCE www.cot81.com

Mouvement de l'Objection de Conscience (MOC) FRANCE
www.mocnancy.org

Mouvement pour une alternative non-violente (MAN) FRANCE
manco.free.fr

Anti-Kriegs-Museum GERMANY www.anti-kriegs-museum.de

Archiv Aktiv für gewaltfreie Bewegungen GERMANY
www.archiv-aktiv.org

Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft - Internationale der Kriegsdienstgegner
GERMANY www.dfg-idk.de

Deutsche Friedensgesellschaft - Vereinigte KriegsdienstgegnerInnen
GERMANY www.dfg-vk.de

Graswurzelrevolution GERMANY www.graswurzel.net

Institut für Friedensarbeit und Gewaltfreie Konfliktaustragung 
GERMANY www.ifgk.de

Internationale der KriegsdienstgegnerInnen GERMANY
www.idk-berlin.de

Alba Kör - Eröszakmentes Mozgalom a Békéért HUNGARY
www.albakor.hu

Irish Network for Nonviolent Action Training & Education IRELAND
www.innatenonviolence.org

New Profile ISRAEL www.newprofile.org

Associazione SignorNo! ITALY
www.peacelink.it/users/loc/roma/signorno.htm

Lega degli Obiettori di Coscienza ITALY www.peacelink.it/users/loc

Movimento Nonviolento ITALY www.nonviolenti.org

PAIS NETHERLANDS www.vredesbeweging.nl

Sibienii Pacifisti ROMANIA www.sibpac.ro

Zene u Crnom protiv Rata SERBIA & MONTENEGRO
www.wib-zeneucrnom-belgrade.org

Alternativa Antimilitarista MOC, SPAIN (state of) 
www.antimilitaristas.org

Assemblea Antimilitarista de Catalunya SPAIN (state of)
www.pangea.org/org/mocbcn/index.html

Kristna Fredsrörelsen SWEDEN www.krf.se

Svenska Freds- och Skiljedomsföreningen SWEDEN
www.svenska-freds.se/english

Centre pour l'action non-violente SWITZERLAND www.non-violence.ch

Gruppe für eine Schweiz ohne Armee SWITZERLAND www.gsoa.ch

Istanbul Anti-militarist inisiyatif TURKEY www.savaskarsitlari.org

Fellowship of Reconciliation UNITED STATES www.forusa.org

Resource Center for Nonviolence UNITED STATES www.rcnv.org

War Resisters League (WRL) UNITED STATES www.warresisters.org
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∂¡∞¡∆π∞ ™∆∏¡ À¶√Ãƒ∂ø∆π∫∏ ™∆ƒ∞∆∂À™∏
∫∞π ∆∏¡ ™∆ƒ∞∆πø∆π∫∏ ∂∫¶∞π¢∂À™∏ ∆ø¡ ¡∂ø¡

∆Ô 1930 ÙÔ«∂ÓˆÌ¤ÓÔ ™˘Ì‚Ô‡ÏÈÔ ∂ÈÚ‹ÓË˜», ¤Ó·˜ Û˘Ó·ÛÈÛÌfi˜ ‰ÈÂıÓÒÓ ÔÚÁ·ÓÒÛÂˆÓ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜, ÂÎ‰›‰ÂÈ ÙÔ
·ÎfiÏÔ˘ıÔ Ì·ÓÈÊ¤ÛÙÔ:

√È ∫˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ fiÏˆÓ ÙˆÓ ¯ˆÚÒÓ ¤¯Ô˘Ó ÂÈÙ¤ÏÔ˘˜ ·Ó·ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÂÈ Â›ÛËÌ· ÙÔ ‰ÈÎ·›ˆÌ· ÙˆÓ ÂıÓÒÓ ÛÙËÓ ÂÈÚ‹-

ÓË Î·È ¤¯Ô˘Ó ·ÔÎËÚ‡ÍÂÈ ÙÔÓ fiÏÂÌÔ ˆ˜ Ì¤ÛÔ ÂıÓÈÎ‹˜ ÔÏÈÙÈÎ‹˜, Ì¤Ûˆ ÙË˜ Û˘Óı‹ÎË˜ ÙÔ˘ Kellogg.

¶·Ú' fiÏ· ·˘Ù¿ Á›ÓÔÓÙ·È ÚÔÂÙÔÈÌ·Û›Â˜ ÁÈ· fiÏÂÌÔ. ∏ ‰È·Ù‹ÚËÛË Î·È Â¤ÎÙ·ÛË ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘-

ÛË˜ ÙˆÓ Ó¤ˆÓ ¤Ú¯ÂÙ·È ÛÂ ÎÚ·˘Á·Ï¤· ·ÓÙ›ıÂÛË ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÂÈÚËÓÈÎ‹ ÛÙ¿ÛË ÙˆÓ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂˆÓ.

ÀÂÚÈÛ¯‡Ô˘Ó ‰‡Ô Â›‰Ë ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË˜: ÛÂ ÌÂÚÈÎ¤˜ ¯ÒÚÂ˜ ÂÌÊ·Ó›˙ÂÙ·È ˆ˜ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘-

ÛË, ÛÂ ¿ÏÏÂ˜ Â›Ó·È ÂıÂÏÔÓÙÈÎ‹ Î·Ù' fiÓÔÌ· ·ÏÏ¿ ÂÈ‚¿ÏÂÙ·È ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ Ì¤Û· ·fi ËıÈÎ¤˜ Î·È ÔÈÎÔÓÔÌÈÎ¤˜ È¤-

ÛÂÈ˜. ¶¤Ú· ·fi ·˘Ùfi fiÏÂ˜ ÔÈ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÙÔ ıÂˆÚÔ‡Ó ‰ÈÎ·›ˆÌ¿ ÙÔ˘˜ Ó· ··ÈÙ‹ÛÔ˘Ó ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ˘ËÚÂÛ›·

·fi fiÏÔ˘˜ ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÏ›ÙÂ˜ ÙÔ˘˜, ¿Ó‰ÚÂ˜ Î·È Á˘Ó·›ÎÂ˜.

¢ËÏÒÓÔ˘ÌÂ fiÙÈ fiÔÈÔ˜ ÂÈÏÈÎÚÈÓ¿ ÂÈı˘ÌÂ› ÙËÓ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ÚÔˆı‹ÛÂÈ ÙËÓ Î·Ù¿ÚÁËÛË ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈ-

ÎÔÔ›ËÛË˜ ÙˆÓ Ó¤ˆÓ Î·È Ó· ·ÚÓËıÂ› ÛÙÈ˜ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ÙËÓ ÂÈ‚ÔÏ‹ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË˜ ÙˆÓ ÔÏÈÙÒÓ

ÙÔ˘˜.

∏ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË ˘ÔÙ¿ÛÛÂÈ ÙËÓ ·ÙÔÌÈÎ‹ ÚÔÛˆÈÎfiÙËÙ· ÛÙÔÓ ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌfi. ∂›Ó·È ÌÈ· ÌÔÚÊ‹ ‰Ô˘-

ÏÂ›·˜. ∆Ô fiÙÈ Ù· ¤ıÓË Û˘ÓÂ¯Ò˜ ÙËÓ ·Ó¤¯ÔÓÙ·È Â›Ó·È ·ÏÒ˜ ÌÈ· ·ÎfiÌË ·fi‰ÂÈÍË ÙË˜ ·ÚÓËÙÈÎ‹˜ ÙË˜ Â›‰Ú·ÛË˜.

∏ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË Â›Ó·È ÂÎÁ‡ÌÓ·ÛË ÙÔ˘ ÛÒÌ·ÙÔ˜ Î·È ÙË˜ „˘¯‹˜ ÛÙËÓ Ù¤¯ÓË ÙË˜ ÛÊ·-

Á‹˜. ∏ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË Â›Ó·È ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË ÁÈ· fiÏÂÌÔ. ∂›Ó·È Ë ‰È·ÈÒÓÈÛË ÙÔ˘ ÓÂ‡Ì·ÙÔ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘.

¶·ÚÂÌÔ‰›˙ÂÈ ÙËÓ ·Ó¿Ù˘ÍË ÙË˜ ÂÈı˘Ì›·˜ ÁÈ· ÂÈÚ‹ÓË. ∏ ·Ï·ÈfiÙÂÚË ÁÂÓÈ¿ Ê¤ÚÂÈ ÌÂÁ¿ÏË Â˘ı‡ÓË ·¤Ó·ÓÙÈ

ÛÙÔ Ì¤ÏÏÔÓ Â¿Ó ‰È‰¿ÛÎÂÈ ÙÈ˜ Ù¤¯ÓÂ˜ ÙÔ˘ ÔÏ¤ÌÔ˘ ÛÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ Ì¤Û· ÛÙ· Û¯ÔÏÂ›· Î·È Ù· ·ÓÂÈÛÙ‹ÌÈ·, ÛÂ ÎÚ·-

ÙÈÎÔ‡˜ Î·È È‰ÈˆÙÈÎÔ‡˜ ÔÚÁ·ÓÈÛÌÔ‡˜, Û˘¯Ó¿ ÌÂ ÙËÓ ÚfiÊ·ÛË ÙË˜ ÛˆÌ·ÙÈÎ‹˜ ·ÁˆÁ‹˜. ∏ ·Ó·ÛÙÔÏ‹ ÙË˜ ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆ-

ÙÈÎ‹˜ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË˜ ÙˆÓ Ó¤ˆÓ Î·È Ë Î·Ù¿ÚÁËÛË ÙË˜ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹˜ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË˜ ¤¯ÂÈ ÂÈ‚ÏËıÂ› ÛÙ· ËÙÙËÌ¤Ó·

¤ıÓË Ì¤Û· ·fi Û˘Óı‹ÎÂ˜ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË˜. ∆· ¤ıÓË fiÏÔ˘ ÙÔ˘ ÎfiÛÌÔ˘ Ú¤ÂÈ Ó· ·ÔÚÚ›„Ô˘Ó ÙÂÏÈÎ¿, ÌÂ ‰ÈÎ‹ ÙÔ˘˜ Úˆ-

ÙÔ‚Ô˘Ï›·, ÙË ÛÙÚ·ÙÈˆÙÈÎ‹ ÂÎ·›‰Â˘ÛË Î·È ÙËÓ ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË. ∂¿Ó ÔÈ Î˘‚ÂÚÓ‹ÛÂÈ˜ ·ÚÓËıÔ‡Ó Ó·

·Ó·ÁÓˆÚ›ÛÔ˘Ó ÙË ÌÂÁ¿ÏË Î·Ù·ÎÚ·˘Á‹ ÂÓ¿ÓÙÈ· ÛÙÔÓ fiÏÂÌÔ, ÙfiÙÂ ı· ¤ÚıÔ˘Ó ·ÓÙÈÌ¤ÙˆÔÈ ÌÂ fiÏÔ˘˜ ·˘ÙÔ‡˜

ÁÈ· ÙÔ˘˜ ÔÔ›Ô˘˜ Ô ‡„ÈÛÙÔ˜ ÓfiÌÔ˜ Â›Ó·È Ë ·ÊÔÛ›ˆÛË ÛÙËÓ ·ÓıÚˆfiÙËÙ· Î·È ÛÙËÓ ÊˆÓ‹ ÙË˜ Û˘ÓÂ›‰ËÛ‹˜ ÙÔ˘˜.

ŒıÓË ÙÔ˘ ÎfiÛÌÔ˘ ·ÔÊ·Û›ÛÙÂ:

¡· Î·Ù·ÚÁËıÂ› Ô ÌÈÏÈÙ·ÚÈÛÌfi˜!

¡· Î·Ù·ÚÁËıÂ› Ë ˘Ô¯ÚÂˆÙÈÎ‹ ÛÙÚ¿ÙÂ˘ÛË!

∂Î·È‰Â‡ÛÙÂ ÙÔ˘˜ Ó¤Ô˘˜ ÛÙËÓ ·ÓıÚˆÈ¿ Î·È ÙËÓ ÂÈÚ‹ÓË!

∆Ô ˘¤ÁÚ·„·Ó ÌÂÙ·Í‡ ÔÏÏÒÓ ¿ÏÏˆÓ ÔÈ: Jane Addams (U.S.A.), Tolstoy's collaborators Pavel Birukov

(Switzerland, originally Russia) and Valentin Bulgakov (Russia), John Dewey (U.S.A.), Albert Einstein

(Germany), August Forel (Switzerland), Sigmund Freud (Austria), Arvid Jaernefelt (Finland), Toyohiko

Kagawa (Japan), Selma Lagerloef (Sweden), Judah L. Magnes (Palestine), Thomas Mann (Germany), Ludwig

Quidde (Germany), Emanuel Radl (Czechoslovakia), Leonhard Ragaz (Switzerland), Henriette Roland Holst

(Netherlands), Romain Rolland (France), Bertrand Russell (Great Britain), Upton Sinclair (U.S.A.),

Rabindranath Tagore (India), H.G. Wells (Great Britain) and Stefan Zweig (Austria).

AGAINST CONSCRIPTION
AND THE MILITARY TRAINING OF YOUTH

In 1930, the “Joint Peace Council“, a coalition of international
peace organizations, issued the Manifesto “against Conscription
and the Military Training of Youth”:

“The governments of all countries have at last officially recog-
nized the right of nations to peace and renounced war as a means of
national politics in the Kellogg-Pact.

Despite this, preparations are being made for war. In blatant con-
tradiction of the peaceful postures of governments stands the main-
tenance and expansion of military training of youth.

Two kinds of military training prevail: in many countries it occurs
as legal conscription, in others it actually is voluntary in name, but
is imposed on youth by moral and economic pressure. Besides this,
all governments consider it their right to demand military service of
their male and female citizens.

We declare that whoever sincerely wants peace must promote the
abolition of the militarisation of youth and deny the right of govern-
ments to impose conscription on their citizens.

Conscription subjects individual personalities to militarism. It is a
form of servitude. That nations routinely tolerate it, is just one more
proof of its debilitating influence.

Military training is schooling of body and spirit in the art of
killing. Military training is education for war. It is the perpetuation
of the war spirit. It hinders the development of the desire for peace.
The older generation sins gravely against the future, if it teaches the
skills of war to youth in schools and universities, in state and private
organizations, often under the banner of physical training. The sus-
pension of military training of youth and the abolition of conscrip-
tion have been imposed on the defeated nations by peace treaties.
The nations of the whole world should finally reject them (military
training of youth and conscription) of their own accord. If the gov-
ernments fail to recognize the great outrage at and opposition to
war, then they must reckon with the resistance of all those whose
highest law is dedication to humanity and to the voice of their con-
science.

Nations of the world, resolve:

Away with militarisation!
Away with conscription!
Educate youth for humanity and for peace!”

According to the spirit of Briand-Kellogg-Pact in 1928 (the official
prohibition of military aggressions in International Law), this
Manifesto was signed among others by: Jane Addams (U.S.A.),
Tolstoy's collaborators Pavel Birukov (Switzerland, originally Russia)
and Valentin Bulgakov (Russia), John Dewey (U.S.A.), Albert Einstein
(Germany), August Forel (Switzerland), Sigmund Freud (Austria),
Arvid Jaernefelt (Finland), Toyohiko Kagawa (Japan), Selma
Lagerloef (Sweden), Judah L. Magnes (Palestine), Thomas Mann
(Germany), Ludwig Quidde (Germany), Emanuel Radl
(Czechoslovakia), Leonhard Ragaz (Switzerland), Henriette Roland
Holst (Netherlands), Romain Rolland (France), Bertrand Russell
(Great Britain), Upton Sinclair (U.S.A.), Rabindranath Tagore
(India), H.G. Wells (Great Britain) and Stefan Zweig (Austria).
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